l86                           MR.     BALDWIN
This essay written in 1885 by the learned Master of Trinity Hall, Cambridge, and ignored, answers all the queries that could shake the present Chancellor of the University in his belief in Toryism. Sir Henry Maine had not based his criticism on a common-room indifference to the hazards of real administration. It should not be too much therefore to expect a political leader to consider the warnings of past thinkers in his own school of thought. Mr. Baldwin does not seem to have realised that it was for him to remove the wire-pullers by nurturing the philosophy of unity, striven for by Bolingbroke and Disraeli. He was the man who until the present has had the chance to raise the voice of authority hi the twilight of civilisation. The peasant statesman from Worcestershire was the person to have turned the Celtic and Jewish intriguers out of the bankrupt sinecures of Whitehall.
That the times have been ripe for straight speaking is clear. The evidence is abundant that Liberalism as a philosophy is dead. Nowhere is democracy safe. It is just therefore to censure Mr. Baldwin, not for his necessary inactivity, but for wantonly wounding his followers by intellectual outbursts of Fabianism from the platform. Never has political power been easier to create and never have the English people been more desirous of unity than at the moment when the Tory leader, by his lack of intellectual purpose, gazed into the old Liberal horizon of uncontrolled progress, misery and illusion.
Inconsistencies, often hidden in speeches and in conversations, are difficult to detect. Once detected they reveal the natural working of the mind. A man who has achieved no intellectual constancy, cannot hide the fact indefinitely. They are discords that shriek in the ear of the trained listener. The philosopher is conscious of them intellectually, but the masses are sensible of them instinctively. Toryism, as an instrument, has been played too far back in the centuries not to have acquired a critical